
 
 
September 28, 2021  
Contact: 
Chris Cox, Director of Marketing and Communications 
Cell: (412) 427-7088 
ccox@pittsburghopera.org 

 
Pittsburgh Opera presents Mozart’s The Magic Flute  
November 6–14 in its return to the Benedum Center  

 
What: The Magic Flute 

Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart; Libretto by Emanuel Schikaneder  
 

Where: Benedum Center, downtown Pittsburgh 

When: • Sat., November 6, 2021 * 8:00 PM 

• Tues., November 9, 2021  * 7:00 PM 

• Fri., November 12, 2021 * 7:30 PM 

• Sun., November 14, 2021  * 2:00 PM 
 

Run Time: 2 hours and 50 minutes with one intermission 

Language: Sung in English with English supertitles projected above the stage 

Tickets: Single tickets for adults start at $15; tickets for kids and teens ages 6–18 
are half-price. For tickets call 412-456-6666, visit the Box Office at 
Theater Square, or online at pittsburghopera.org/tickets or 
CulturalDistrict.org.  
 
Group discounts, including student discounts, are available.  
 
Pittsburgh Opera has a no-hassle refund policy for all 2021–22 
operas so patrons can purchase their tickets with confidence. 
Whether a patron has contracted COVID, is waiting for a COVID test 
result, has been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested 
positive, or simply has a symptom that could be COVID, etc., Pittsburgh 
Opera will offer full refunds for any patrons who notify us that they need to 
cancel their tickets at least one hour prior to their performance start time. 
 

COVID 
Protocols: 

Patrons must provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and wear face 
coverings (masks).  

In addition, any person experiencing any COVID-19 symptom that cannot 
be attributed to another health condition or specific activity, or who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the last ten days, or is currently waiting 
for COVID-19 test results will be denied admittance. 

Full details are available at pittsburghopera.org/COVID 

mailto:ccox@pittsburghopera.org
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets/
https://opera.culturaldistrict.org/production/68460/the-magic-flute
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets/covid-protocols/
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Media 
Events: 

Photo Call (Mon., Oct. 25, 12:30 PM) - location TBA 

Full Dress Rehearsal (Thurs., Nov. 4, 7:00 PM) -  Benedum Center  

Related 
Events: 

• November Brown Bag concert (11/13, noon, Pittsburgh Opera 
Headquaters) 

• Opera Up Close (10/24 2:00 PM, virtual) 

• WQED Preview (10/30 12:30 PM & 11/5 7:00 PM, 89.3FM or 
wqed.org/fm) 

• Pre-Opera Talks (one hour before each performance, Benedum) 

• Audio Commentary (11/9, during the performance) 
 

 
 

  
Photo by Tim Trumble Photography for Arizona Opera 

 
Mozart’s final and most-celebrated opera is the mystical adventure The Magic Flute. 
 
Young Prince Tamino embarks on a hero’s quest to rescue the beautiful Princess Pamina 
from Sarastro’s clutches. Along the way, he learns that things aren’t always as they seem. 
Aided by a magic flute, and accompanied by his trusty sidekick Papageno the bird catcher, 
Tamino pursues truth and reason, love and enlightenment. 
 
Full of beautiful melodies and enchanting characters, this timeless tale of light battling 
darkness will delight adults and children alike. 
 

Fun facts about The Magic Flute  
 

1. The Magic Flute is considered a “Singspiel” (singing play), a music drama similar to 
modern musical theater. A singspiel has spoken dialogue as well as arias and 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/calendar/detail/november-brown-bag
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/calendar/detail/opera-up-close-the-magic-flute
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/calendar/detail/wqed-preview-magic-flute
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/season/free-low-cost-events/pre-opera-talks/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/education/adults/
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ensembles, and usually has a comic or romantic plot with exaggerated 
characterizations of good and evil. In Mozart’s Austria, Singspiele were more 
popular and accessible for the general public than Italian-style grand opera. 

2. Mozart was a Freemason, and scholars have written extensively about the “Masonic 
symbolism” that can be found throughout The Magic Flute. 

3. Mozart was just 35 years old when he composed the music for The Magic Flute. He 
died in December 1791, three short months after it opened. 

 
The story, in brief  
 
The Magic Flute takes place in a mythical land between the sun and the moon. 
 
ACT I  
 
Three ladies in the service of the Queen of the Night save Prince Tamino from a serpent. 
When they leave to tell the queen, the birdcatcher Papageno appears. He boasts to Tamino 
that it was he who killed the creature. The ladies return to give Tamino a portrait of the 
queen’s daughter, Pamina, who they say has been enslaved by the evil Sarastro. Tamino 
immediately falls in love with the girl’s picture. The queen, appearing in a burst of thunder, 
tells Tamino about the loss of her daughter and commands him to rescue her. The ladies 
give a magic flute to Tamino and silver bells to Papageno to ensure their safety on the 
journey and appoint three spirits to guide them. 
 
Sarastro’s slave Monostatos pursues Pamina but is frightened away by Papageno. The 
birdcatcher tells Pamina that Tamino loves her and is on his way to save her. Led by the 
three spirits to the temple of Sarastro, Tamino learns from a high priest that it is the Queen, 
not Sarastro, who is evil. Hearing that Pamina is safe, Tamino charms the wild animals with 
his flute, then rushes off to follow the sound of Papageno’s pipes. Monostatos and his men 
chase Papageno and Pamina but are left helpless when Papageno plays his magic bells. 
Sarastro enters in great ceremony. He punishes Monostatos and promises Pamina that he 
will eventually set her free. Pamina catches a glimpse of Tamino, who is led into the temple 
with Papageno. 
 
ACT II  
 
Sarastro tells the priests that Tamino will undergo initiation rites. Monostatos tries to kiss 
the sleeping Pamina but is surprised by the appearance of the Queen of the Night. The 
Queen gives her daughter a dagger and orders her to murder Sarastro. 
 
Sarastro finds the desperate Pamina and consoles her, explaining that he is not interested 
in vengeance. Tamino and Papageno are told by a priest that they must remain silent and 
are not allowed to eat, a vow that Papageno immediately breaks when he takes a glass of 
water from a flirtatious old lady. When he asks her name, the old lady vanishes. The three 
spirits appear to guide Tamino through the rest of his journey and to tell Papageno to be 
quiet. Tamino remains silent even when Pamina appears. Misunderstanding his vow for 
coldness, she is heartbroken. 
 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
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The priests inform Tamino that he has only two more trials to complete his initiation. 
Papageno, who has given up on entering the brotherhood, longs for a wife instead. He 
eventually settles for the old lady. When he promises to be faithful, she turns into 
a beautiful young Papagena, but immediately disappears. 
 
Pamina and Tamino are reunited and face the ordeals of water and fire together, protected 
by the magic flute. 
 
Papageno tries to hang himself on a tree but is saved by the three spirits, who remind him 
that if he uses his magic bells he will find true happiness. When he plays the bells, 
Papagena appears and the two start making family plans.The Queen of the Night, her three 
ladies, and Monostatos attack the temple but are defeated and banished. Sarastro blesses 
Pamina and Tamino as all join in hailing the triumph of courage, virtue, and wisdom. 
 
- Adapted from The Metropolitan Opera 
 

Ticketing Information 
 

• Single tickets for adults start at $15; tickets for kids and teens ages 6–18 are half-
price. Call 412-456-6666 or visit pittsburghopera.org/tickets. 

• Group discounts, including student discounts, are available. For more information 
about group ticket services and discounts for groups of six or more people, contact 
Wendy Parkulo at 412-281-0912, ext. 213 or groups@pittsburghopera.org. 

• Pittsburgh Opera has a no-hassle refund policy for all 2021–22 operas so patrons 
can purchase their tickets with confidence. Whether a patron has contracted 
COVID, is waiting for a COVID test result, has been identified as a close contact of 
someone who has tested positive, or simply has a symptom that could be COVID, 
etc., Pittsburgh Opera will offer full refunds for any patrons who notify us that they 
need to cancel their tickets at least one hour prior to their performance start time. 
 

COVID Protocols 
 
Patrons must provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and wear face coverings 
(masks).  

In addition, any person experiencing any COVID-19 symptom that cannot be attributed to 
another health condition or specific activity, or who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
last ten days, or is currently waiting for COVID-19 test results will be denied admittance. 

Full details are available at pittsburghopera.org/COVID 

 
Sponsors 
 

• PNC is the 2021–22 Pittsburgh Opera Season Sponsor. 

• WQED-FM is Pittsburgh Opera’s Media Sponsor. 

• Ambridge Regional Distribution and Manufacturing Center is the Tuesday 
performance sponsor. 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets/groups-tickets/
mailto:groups@pittsburghopera.org
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets/covid-protocols/
http://www.pnccommunityinvolvement.com/
http://www.wqed.org/fm
http://ambridgeregional.com/
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Cast and Artistic Team: The Magic Flute 
 
Tamino  David Portillo 
Queen of the Night   Kathryn Bowden+  
Pamina Adelaide Boedecker** 
Papagena   Véronique Filloux* 
Papageno  Benjamin Taylor** 
First Lady   Madeline Ehlinger* 
Second Lady  Corrie Stallings** 
Third Lady  Maire Therese Carmack* 
Sarastro  Tom McNichols  
Monostatos  Rodell Rosel  
Speaker  Jeremy Harr* 
Second Priest  Yazid Gray* 
First Priest/First Armored Man  Andrew Turner* 
Second Armored Man Brian Kontes 
First Spirit Zoe Chessa+ 
Second Spirit Helen Peppler+ 
Third Spirit Abigail Cunningham+ 
 
The Artistic Team 
Conductor  Antony Walker 
Stage Director  Dan Rigazzi 
Scenic Designer  John Pollard+ 
Costume Designer  Leslie Bernstein+ 
Projection Designer  Doug Provost 
Lighting Designer  Andrew Ostrowski 
Wig and Make-up Designer James Geier 
Stage Manager Cindy Knight 
Asst Stage Manager  Alex W. Seidel  
Asst Stage Manager Hannah Nathan+ 
Head of Music/Assistant Conductor Glenn Lewis 
Chorus Master Mark Trawka 
Associate Coach/Pianist James Lesniak 
Assistant Stage Director Kaley Karis Smith* 
 
*  Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist 
** Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist alumni 
+  Pittsburgh Opera debut 
 
COMING UP NEXT for Pittsburgh Opera: 
 
David Hertzberg’s The Rose Elf, based on the fairy tale "The Elf of the Rose" 
by Hans Christian Andersen • January 22, 25, 28 & 30, 2022  
 
Pittsburgh Opera celebrates its 83rd season in 2021–22. Established by five intrepid women in 1939, Pittsburgh 
Opera is viewed as one of the most vibrant opera organizations in the U.S., with a rich artistic tradition, 
internationally-recognized educational programs, an acclaimed artist training program, and a progressive 
outlook toward the future. Its green initiative culminated in LEED® Silver certification for its Strip District 
headquarters, and its capacity as a true community partner has increased significantly under General Director 
Christopher Hahn’s leadership.  

### 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
https://davidportillotenor.com/
https://www.kathrynbowdensoprano.com/
https://www.adelaideboedecker.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/veronique-filloux
https://www.benjaminctaylor.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/madeline-ehlinger
https://www.corriestallings.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/maire-carmack
https://www.tommcnichols.com/
http://www.rodellrosel.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/jeremy-harr
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/yazid-gray
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/andrew-turner/
https://briankontes.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/about/staff/antony-walker-music-director
http://www.danrigazzi.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/faculty-administration/glenn-lewis-head-of-music/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/faculty-administration/mark-trawka-director-of-musical-studies-and-chorus-master/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/faculty-administration/james-lesniak-associate-coach-pianist/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2021-22-resident-artists/kaley-karis-smith/
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/pages/resident-artists
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/pages/history-and-alumni
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/season/the-rose-elf/

