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Pittsburgh Opera to perform Charlie Parker’s Yardbird  

for live, socially-distant audiences April 10-22  
 

 
 
Pittsburgh, PA… Pittsburgh Opera will present the first-ever Pittsburgh performances of 
Charlie Parker’s Yardbird, based on the life of legendary jazz musician, at its headquarters 
in the Strip District from April 10th through 22nd. 
 
Pittsburgh Opera will have live, socially-distant audiences at all six performances. 
Pittsburgh Opera is maintaining its successful COVID-19 safety protocols, including 
reduced seating capacity, mandatory mask wearing, health screenings and temperature 
checks for all people entering the building, and more. Full details are available on 
Pittsburgh Opera’s COVID-19 Safety Protocols webpage.  
 
To enhance patrons’ experience as they enter the building, local funk and jazz collective 
quartet Funky Fly Project will be playing live jazz while photographs from the The Teenie 
Harris Archive at Carnegie Museum of Art featuring Charlie Parker performing in Pittsburgh 
are projected onto a large screen.  
 
All six performances are currently sold out, but there is room on the waiting list. The Friday, 
April 16th performance at 7:30PM will be livestreamed free of charge on both 
Pittsburgh Opera’s YouTube channel and Facebook page. The livestream is sponsored 
by UPMC. 
 
Patrons may sign up for the livestream at pittsburghopera.org/YardbirdRSVP to both 
receive a reminder email before the broadcast with links to view the livestream and to 
unlock premium content, including the official program book and the Pre-Opera talk 
podcast.  

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
mailto:ccox@pittsburghopera.org
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/charlie-parkers-yardbird
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/tickets/covid-protocols/
https://www.funkyflyproject.com/home
https://cmoa.org/art/teenie-harris-archive/
https://cmoa.org/art/teenie-harris-archive/
https://cmoa.org/
https://pghopera.typeform.com/to/OTnH92Al
https://www.youtube.com/user/PittsburghOpera
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghOpera
https://www.upmc.com/
https://pghopera.typeform.com/to/NlOBkRwk
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Overview of Charlie Parker’s Yardbird 
 
While the body of the legendary tormented saxophonist Charlie “Yardbird” Parker lies 
unidentified in a New York City morgue, his ghost travels back to Birdland, the famed New 
York City jazz club named after him. As he struggles to complete his final masterpiece, the 
great bebop innovator revisits the demons, inspirations, and women who have both fueled 
and hindered his creative genius.  
 
With the aid of his strong mother Addie, three of his four wives, and his partner in the bebop 
jazz revolution, Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie will struggle to calm his demons and write his new 
masterpiece before his body is identified in the morgue and this gig is up forever. Can he do 
it, or will the demons of his past rear their ugly heads? 
 
Join us on a freeform expedition into the mind, heart, and personal purgatory of the man 
they called Yardbird.  
 
Music by Daniel Schnyder; Libretto by Bridgette A. Wimberly; Music Director Antony Walker 
conducts; Tomé Cousin directs.  
 
 

Performance Schedule 
 

• Saturday, April 10, 2020 8:00PM 

• Tuesday, April 13, 7:00PM 

• Friday, April 16, 7:30PM  

• Sunday, April 18, 2:00PM matinee  

• Tuesday, April 20, 7:00PM  

• Thursday, April 22, 7:30PM 

 

 
Cast and Artistic Team 
 
Charlie Parker                     Martin Bakari  
Addie Parker                                   Jasmine Muhammad** 
Dizzy Gillespie        Yazid Gray*                           
Chan Parker                             Véronique Filloux* 
Baroness Nica Maire Therese Carmack* 
Doris Parker Madeline Ehlinger* 
Rebecca Parker Chrystal E. Williams+ 
 
Conductor                            Antony Walker 
Stage Director                    Tomé Cousin 
Set Designer  Ina Dobreva 
Costume Designer Karen J Gilmer 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
http://www.danielschnyder.com/
https://www.ensemblestudiotheatre.org/bridgette-wimberly
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/about/staff/antony-walker-music-director/
https://www.tomecousin.com/
https://www.martinbakari.com/
https://www.jasminemuhammad.com/
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2020-21-resident-artists/yazid-gray
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2020-21-resident-artists/veronique-filloux
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2020-21-resident-artists/maire-carmack
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2020-21-resident-artists/madeline-ehlinger
https://www.alpha-artists.com/chrystal-e-williams
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/about/staff/antony-walker-music-director/
https://www.tomecousin.com/
https://www.play.pitt.edu/people/karen-j-gilmer
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Lighting Designer Todd Nonn 
Stage Manager Alex W Seidel 
Asst Conductor Glenn Lewis 
Chorus Master Mark Trawka 
Associate Coach/Pianist  James Lesniak 
Asst Stage Director Kaley Karis Smith* 
 
Music by Daniel Schnyder 
Libretto by Bridgette A. Wimberly 
 
+    Pittsburgh Opera debut 
*     Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist 
**   Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist alumni 
 
 
Sponsors 

 

• PNC is the 2020-21 Pittsburgh Opera Season Sponsor. 

• UPMC is the Livestream Sponsor. 

• Ambridge Regional Distribution and Manufacturing Center is the Tuesday 
Performance Sponsor. 

• WQED-FM is Pittsburgh Opera’s Media Sponsor. 

• This production is supported by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.  

 
 
Other Information 
 

• The performances will be sung in English, with English supertitles projected both 
above the stage and on-screen during the livestream. 

• Run Time: Approximately 1 hour, 27 minutes with no intermission 

• Pittsburgh Opera’s popular Audio Commentary  program for patrons with visual 
impairments is available at the Tuesday, April 20th performance. 
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http://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/faculty-administration/
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http://www.pnccommunityinvolvement.com/
https://www.upmc.com/
http://ambridgeregional.com/
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https://www.arts.gov/
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