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Pittsburgh Opera to honor Academy Award Winner Shirley Jones 
and Corporate Benefactor PNC at Maecenas gala  

 

Pittsburgh, PA…  

Pittsburgh Opera will honor Shirley Jones and PNC at its 35th annual Maecenas Gala on Saturday, 
May 18

th
 at the Benedum Center in downtown Pittsburgh. The gala, "one of the most anticipated 

events of the year", will celebrate the successful conclusion of Pittsburgh Opera’s 80
th
 season with 

the special theme of “Black, White, Blush”.   

Ms. Jones, a Charleroi, PA, native, will receive the organization’s Renaissance Award, given to a 
person who exemplifies a life devoted to the arts. PNC Bank and the PNC Foundation will be 
honored with Pittsburgh Opera’s Maecenas Award, which is bestowed upon benefactors whose 
exceptional dedication to Pittsburgh Opera ensures that live opera can thrive in Pittsburgh. 

Ms. Jones was named after child star Shirley Temple, and started singing at the age of six. Winner of 
the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for her role in Elmer Gantry (1960), her career has 
spanned six decades. In addition to her starring roles in hit musical films such as Oklahoma!, 
Carousel, and The Music Man, Ms. Jones is beloved as Shirley Partridge, the mother in the wildly 
popular musical sitcom TV series The Partridge Family. She received a star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame in 1986. 

“I’m thrilled to be receiving the Renaissance Award from the Pittsburgh Opera,” said Ms. Jones. “As 
a little girl growing up in Western Pennsylvania, I often travelled with my parents to see Pittsburgh 
Opera Society productions at Carnegie Music Hall. So many of these great performances inspired 
me to become a singer and pursue my own career in motion picture musicals. I’m truly humbled and 
grateful for this honor.”  

“We are excited to honor Shirley, a true cultural icon and Pittsburgh daughter,” says Event Chair Dr. 
Lisa Cibik. “She has delighted audiences for generations, and is a stellar example of a local-girl-
makes-good.”  

Headquartered in downtown Pittsburgh, PNC has been a staunch Pittsburgh Opera corporate 
supporter for years. Accepting the Maecenas Award on behalf of PNC is Sally McCrady, chair and 
president, The PNC Foundation.  

“Pittsburgh Opera is a vital component of the region’s performing arts scene, enriching the lives of 
residents and visitors, and one of the reasons Pittsburgh is consistently named to ‘most livable cities’ 
lists,” said McCrady. “The arts also are a significant economic contributor to our region. Event-related 
spending by audiences in our region is estimated to total more than $500 million dollars annually. 
There is no question that organizations like Pittsburgh Opera are essential to our city’s vitality and 
growth.”  

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLL_enUS316US316&ei=YPjMSc7DOY-dlAf-7M3RCQ&resnum=0&q=pittsburgh%20opera&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
mailto:ccox@pittsburghopera.org
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
http://www.shirleyjones.com/
https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/support/special-events/maecenas-xxxii
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Pittsburgh Opera General Director Christopher Hahn adds, “PNC recognizes that world-class cities 
sustain premiere arts organizations. We are grateful for their belief in our mission and faith in our 
organization.” 

Guests at Maecenas will enjoy dinner by All in Good Taste Productions, including braised beef short 
ribs, ballotine of chicken with duck confit, and sautéed ricotta gnocchi. Entertainment will include a 
special performance by Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artists, as well as the high-energy Elite Show 
Band. 

The event’s namesake Gaius Maecenas was a celebrated ancient Roman patron to Horace and 
Virgil. Today his name is synonymous with ‘patron of the arts.’  Maecenas XXXV will raise crucial 
funds to allow Pittsburgh Opera to keep live opera productions and educational programs financially 
accessible to all audiences, while training the next generation of great American singers. Few events 
have a more longstanding tradition of support and none rival its grandeur. 

Sponsorship information is available on Pittsburgh Opera’s website. Individual tickets start at $550; 
VIP seating packages are available in groups of 4, 8, or 10 and start at $4,000. Members of 
Pittsburgh Opera’s New Guard, a Young Professionals Group, can purchase tickets for $250. All 
ticket and sponsorship levels can be reserved online. Inquiries may be directed to Pittsburgh Opera 
Development Associate for Special Events Rebekah Diaz at 412-281-0912 ext. 225. 

 
 
About Pittsburgh Opera: 

Pittsburgh Opera celebrates its 80th season in 2018-19. Established by five intrepid women in 1939, Pittsburgh 
Opera is viewed as one of the most vibrant opera organizations in the U.S., with a rich artistic tradition, 
outstanding educational programs, an acclaimed artist training program, and a progressive outlook toward the 
future. Its green initiative culminated in LEED® Silver certification for its Strip District headquarters, and its 
capacity as a true community partner has increased significantly under General Director Christopher Hahn’s 
leadership.  
 
About PNC: 

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: PNC) is one of the largest diversified financial services 
institutions in the United States with assets of $382 billion as of December 31, 2018. With employees in more 
than 40 states across the country; regional presidents in 39 markets; a retail branch network that stretches 
across 19 states and the District of Columbia; and strategic international offices in Canada, China, Germany 
and the U.K., PNC is organized around its customers and communities for strong relationships and local 
delivery of retail and business banking, including a full range of lending products; specialized services for 
corporations and government entities, including corporate banking, real estate finance and asset-based lending; 
wealth management and asset management.  
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http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
http://allingoodtasteproductions.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6n2eH9b6QQ8pBAdrtE-lQQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6n2eH9b6QQ8pBAdrtE-lQQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaius_Maecenas
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